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SUBJECT: POSTAL CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS COMMENCE BADLY 

1 . STRAINED RELATIONS BETWEEN POST OFFICE AND CANADIAN 
UNION OF POSTAL WORKERS (CUPW) ARE SERIOUSLY HAMPERING 
RENEWAL OF COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT EXPIRING JUNE 30. JUST 
PRIOR TO FIRST NEGOTIATING SESSION, MAY 19, CONSERVATIVE 
M.P. DINSDALE CALLED FOR SPECIAL JOINT HOUSE-SENATE 
COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE POST OFFICE INEFFICIENCY INCLUDING 
"CHRONIC INEPTNESS" IN COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AND INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS. NEW DEMOCRATIC PARTY M.P. RODRIGUEZ SUPPORTED 
EARLIER REQUEST BY CUPW PRESIDENT DAVIDSON FOR ROYAL 
COMMISSION INQUIRY WHICH POSTMASTER GENERAL BLAIS 
CHARACTERIZED AS UNION POSTURING BUT WOULD RELUCTANTLY 
ACCEPT IF NEGOTIATIONS WERE SUSPENDED DURING COMMISSION 
HEARINGS. CUPW REJECTED THAT PRECONDITION. 

2. MAY 19 NEGOTIATIONS WERE BROKEN OFF BY CUPW IN LESS 
THAN ONE HOUR WHEN MANAGEMENT MAINTAINED ITS PREROGATIVE 
TO DISTRIBUTE INFORMATION ON NEGOTIATING PROGRESS DIRECTLY 
TO EMPLOYEES WHILE REFUSING TO LET UNION DISTRIBUTE ITS 
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BULLETINS DURING LUNCH AND REST PERIODS. CUPW WILL AWAIT 
RULING BY PUBLIC SERVICE STAFF RELATIONS BOARD ON DISTRI- 
BUTION OF LITERATURE BEFORE RESUMING CONTRACT TALKS. 

3. COMMENT: IN ADDITION TO CONTROVERSIAL KEY ISSUE OF 
CONSULTATIONS PRIOR TO INTRODUCING TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES. 
AS PROVIDED FOR UNDER 1975 AGREEMENT BUT NEVER SATIS- 
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FACTORILY IMPLEMENTED, INEPTNESS OF POST OFFICE NEGOTIATORS 
AND COMBATIVE STANCE BY UNION ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR STRAINED 
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS THAT LED TO SEVEN- WEEK STRIKE IN 1975 
AND IS POISONING ATMOSPHERE AGAIN IN CURRENT ROUND OF 
NEGOTIATIONS. BARRING THE UNFORESEEN, SUCH AS WILDCAT 
WORKSTOPPAGES (PRESSURE TACTICS USED BY INSIDE POSTAL 
WORKERS IN THE PAST), CUPW LEADERSHIP UNLIKELY TO CALL 
ILLEGAL STRIKE PRIOR TO JUNE 30 CONTRACT EXPIRATION. 

EVEN AFTER STRIKE WOULD BE LEGAL, IT IS DOUBTFUL THAT 
STRIKE WOULD BE CALLED PRIOR TO CUPW JULY CONVENTION AT 
WHICH CHIEF NEGOTIATOR, VICE PRESIDENT JEAN CLAUDE PARROT, 
WILL LIKELY SUCCEED OUTGOING PRESIDENT JOE DAVIDSON. 

ENDERS 
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